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What you need to know about
®

The year is 50 BC. Gaul is entirely occupied by the Romans. Well, not entirely … 
One small village of stubborn Gauls still holds out against the invaders. One small 

village surrounded by the fortified camps of Totorum, Aquarium, Laudanum and Compendium. 
This is where our hero, the warrior Asterix, lives.

Asterix 
Shrewd and cunning; all 
perilous missions are 
immediately entrusted 

to him

Obelix 
Asterix’s best friend  

with superhuman  
strength

Dogmatix 
Obelix’s constant 

companion and canine  
eco-warrior

Getafix 
The village druid and 
brewer of the magic 

potion!

Don’t Miss the latest Asterix Adventure
Rome announces a special one-off chariot race across the whole of 
Italy and Julius Caesar ABSOLUTELY insists a Roman must win! 

Challengers arrive from far and wide including our heroes, Asterix  
and Obelix, and the mysteriously masked Roman champion: Coronavirus. 

This ruthless competitor will stop at nothing to steal the limelight.  
Who will win this almighty chariot race?

 Begin your Asterix adventures with 
the first book, Asterix the Gaul

Read on for more  
information about the 
Roman world at the  
time of Asterix . . .
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®

Julius Caesar may be frustrated by Asterix and Obelix in their  
adventures against Rome, but in reality he led a very interesting life. 

Did you know…

He was born in 100 BCE

He was a trend setter – He 
wore a long sleeved tunic 
and a loose fitted toga 

that at the time was 
considered more feminine, 

until everyone started 
wearing them!

n 44BCE he was named Dictator of 
Rome, then assassinated one month later 
by the senators of Rome on the ‘Ides’ of 

March – He was only 55 years old

When he was younger, he was 
once captured by pirates

He invaded Britain 
twice! He led the first 
expedition in 55 BCE 
and again a year later 

in 54 BCE

He changed the calendar from ten to twelve 
months and made a year 365 days with an 
extra day every fourth year – We still use 

parts of the Julian calendar today

He was very good at making 
speeches – He could make 

people laugh and cheer, and 
persuade them that his ideas 

were best

He passed laws that made life 
better for ordinary people, such 

as keeping the streets clean

He was very popular because of 
his great military victories – He 

actually beat the rebellious 
Gauls in France!

BCE and BC mean the same thing! BCE stands for Before Common Era and BC stands for Before Christ
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®

Asterix and Obelix may be able to fight the Romans with 
ease, thanks to Getafix’s magic potion, but did you know that 
in real life these soldiers were Rome’s elite fighting force?

A single Roman soldier is called a legionary. 
To be a legionary you had to be:

A man

A roman citizen

At least 
17 years 

old

And  
very tough
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These soldiers were super fit – 
They had to be able to:

• swim across rivers 
in this kit

• Build roads and forts 
after a day marching

• SMASH  
their way  

into an enemy 
stronghold

• March 30km a day 
carrying all their kit 

and armour

A unit of 80 legionaries is 
called a century– Each century 
would train and fight together 

and was led by a centurion

A cohort is made up of 
six centuries containing 

nearly 500 men

There were about 
30 legions in the 

Roman Army: 
nearly 150,000 

men in total

The largest group in the 
army is made up of ten 
cohorts and is called  
a legion, containing 
5,000 soldiers!

Legionaries would sometimes fight in ‘testudo’ or 
tortoise formation – The testudo was so strong a 

chariot could be driven over the top of it!
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®

Word Search
Find all 12 words in the grid below:

Asterix
Obelix
Getafix

Dogmatix

Romans
Caesar
Gaul
Rome

Legionary
Testudo
Century
Cohort
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®

Decision Maker
Fold the decision maker below then test it on your friends

Caesar

Romans Dogmatix

Dogmatix

Caes
ar

Gaul
s

Geta
fix

Dog
ma

tix

Geta
fix

Obel
ix

Rom
ans

GetafixGauls

Asterix

Asterix  Shout  
‘by Toutatis’ 
 like a Gaul

Give a friend a  
bear hug like Obelix

March like a Roman

Pretend to 
 lift something heavy 

 like Obelix

P
re

te
nd

 t
o 

dr
in

k 
th

e 
ma

gi
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po
tio
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tix
Chase your friend

 like he is a wild boar

Shout
 ‘AVE CAESAR

’
 like the R

omans

Obel
ix
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®

Colouring In
Colour in the picture of Asterix

Asterix Fact – Asterix relies on his wits to trick his way out of scrapes. Asterix 
gets his superhuman strength from the magic potion brewed by the druid Getafix.
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®

Dot-to-Dot
Join the Dots then colour in Obelix
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Asterix Fact – Obelix is a menhir delivery-man by trade and is so 
strong because he fell into Getafix’s magic potion as a child.
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®

Colouring In
Colour in the picture of Getafix

Asterix Fact – Getafix was voted top druid by his peers and has plenty more 
recipes up his sleeve beyond the magic potion…
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Door Hanger
Colour in the shapes below then cut them out and stick 

them together to make your very own Asterix door hanger

NO ROMANS 
ALLOWED

ONLY GAULS 
MAY ENTER

® ®
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Design your own Roman Shield
Did you know legionaries painted patterns on their shields to  

represent their unit. They also included their own personal designs.
What’s personal to you that you could include on your shield?
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